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Pope County Illinois Historical Society 
P.O. Box 837, Golconda, IL 62938 

https://popecoilhs.org 

 

Pope Pioneer Program Certificate Application 

Purpose: To honor those who contributed to our county’s rich history, the Pope County Illinois Historical 

Society issues Pope Pioneer Certificates to direct descendants of early settlers who settled in Pope County 

prior to 31 December 1900. Applicants must prove a direct relationship to the early settler as specified in 

the instructions below.  

Select one: 

□   Founding Settler (settlement in Pope County before 3 December 1818, when Illinois became a state) 

□   Early Pioneer (settlement in Pope County between 3 December 1818 and 31 December 1860) 

□   Heyday Pioneer (settlement in Pope County between 1 January 1861 and 31 December 1900) 

Settler Ancestor’s Name: ________________________________________________________ 

Eligibility: The applicant must be a direct descendant from an individual who settled as an adult (age 18 

or over) in Pope County, Illinois during specific timeframes. A direct relationship is through bloodline 

(i.e., “child of a child”). Indirect relationships such as sibling, uncle, aunt, cousin, etc. do not qualify. An 

adult who settled in the sections of Pope County which later became Hardin County (1839) and Massac 

County (1843) are eligible. 

Fees: The fee for each application is $30. One certificate is included in the fee and will be mailed after 

eligibility has been verified. Applications fees will not be refunded. 

I hereby give permission to the Pope County Historical Society to include and/or reproduce the submitted 

lineage information in any of its publications, website databases, or other types of distribution.   

By checking the box, I give permission to the Pope County Historical Society to use my name in 

conjunction with the Settler’s name. (Only the name of the applicant will be included).  □ 

Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: _________________________ 

Printed Name: _______________________________________  Phone: ________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Send completed application and documents to:    Pope County Historical Society 

      P.O. Box 837 

        Golconda, IL 62938  

For questions contact us at https://popecoilhs.org 
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Application Instructions – print or type in black or blue ink only, no staples 

 

1. A complete application consists of at least one Ancestor Record Page, the Straight-Line Lineage Chart, 

and all required proof documents. (Proof documents must prove relationships.) 

 

2. On page1, indicate the period when you ancestor came to Pope County and sign the release. A document 

must be submitted PROVING the earliest known residence date of a Pope Settler/Pioneer Ancestor in Pope 

County, Illinois. This could be census record, a tax record, a deed, a probate record, a land grant, a marriage 

record, or any reliable reference indicating the individual resided in the county on a specific date. 

 

3. Complete the Straight-Line Lineage Chart. Each person on the chart, including the applicant, must be 

proved as the child of the preceding generation. The applicant will be the last person on the chart. 

 

4. Names: (a) Use all caps for surnames. (b) Use maiden surnames for women. (c) List all given names of an 

individual. (d) place quote marks around nicknames. (e) Place aliases in brackets. 

 

5. Dates:  write as day/month/year (10 Jan 1816). 

 

6. Include a verifying proof document for each birth, marriage, death, etc. (copies- not originals- as 

documents will not be returned). UNSOURCED records from Ancestry.com, family histories and 

unsupported information from cemetery sites such as Find A Grave will NOT be considered acceptable 

proof. 

 

7. A primary proof document is required to establish the settlement year in Pope County. Primary proof is a 

document created at that time bearing the ancestor’s name, the date and place in Pope County.  

 

8. Number proof documents consecutively and note key areas in long documents with an arrow. 

 

9. On the back of each proof document, include: (a) applicant and ancestor’s name, (b) identifying document 

number, and (c) cite source information for each proof document. Include full title, author, publication date, 

and page number. Write that document # on the form. 

 

10. Original source documents are the preferred proof documents where available. Examples are:   

a. Vital records: birth, marriage, or death records 

b. Church records: birth, baptism/christening, marriage, death or burial records 

c. Bible Records: include copy of bible publication pate showing date of publication. 

d. Military record: enlistment, service, discharge, or pension papers 

e. Census records: include source documentation. 

f. Other Government Records: naturalization, passports, land purchases and sales, probate records, 

tax records, or lawsuits. 

g. DNA proof of relationships 

 

11. Each completed package will consist of: 

a. Completed page 1, with signature authorizing release. 

b. One completed page 3 (with period checked for each ancestor to be awarded certificate. 

c. Completed lineage chart (pages 4-5) showing relationship from applicant to ancestor.  

 

12. All proof documents, identified as indicated. 

 

13. Payment (check) in the correct amount payable to Pope County Illinois Historical Society. 
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Ancestor (Generation #1) Record Page 

Ancestor’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Document #s: ________________________ 

Date/Place of Birth: ______________________/______________________________________________ 

   (day/month/year)   City  County  State 

Date/Place of Death: _____________________/______________________________________________ 

   (day/month/year)   City  County  State 

Place Buried: ________________________________________________________________________ 

   Cemetery name   City  County  State 

 

Ancestor’s Father’s Name (if known): _____________________________________________________ 

Mother’s Maiden Name (if known): ______________________________________________________ 

Spouse’s Maiden Name: ________________________________________________________________  

Spouse’s Date/Place of Birth: ______________________/_____________________________________ 

    (day/month/year)   City  County  State  

Spouse’s Date/Place of Death: ______________________/_____________________________________ 

    (day/month/year)   City  County  State 

 

Place Buried: _________________________________________________________________________ 

   Cemetery name    City  County  State 

 

Date/Place of Marriage: ____________________/____________________________________________ 

    (day/month/year)   City  County  State 

Dates and locations of residence in Pope County: _____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________  Document #s  _________________________________ 

Children of Subject Ancestor: 

Name Birth 

yr 

Location Death 

yr 

Location Spouse Yr 

married 
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Straight-Line Lineage Chart  

Please complete the following chart from your ancestor through yourself (you will be the last generation). 

Format dates as day/month/year (10 Jan 1816), and places as City, County, State. Insert information 

proof document numbers for each generation. 

 

Your Name (as it is to appear on the certificate): ________________________________________________ 

Your Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Subject Ancestor’s Name and Spouse (Generation #1): ______________________________________ 

Generation #2 Ancestor’s Child: _________________________________ was my _________________ 

Born _____________________ at _________________________________________________________ 

Died _____________________ at _________________________________________________________ 

Married to _______________________________________ on __________________________________ 

at ________________________________________  Proof  Document #s  _________________________ 

Generation #3 Ancestor’s Child: _________________________________ was my _________________ 

Born _____________________ at _________________________________________________________ 

Died _____________________ at _________________________________________________________ 

Married to _______________________________________ on __________________________________ 

at ________________________________________  Proof  Document #s  _________________________ 

Generation #4 Ancestor’s Child: _________________________________ was my _________________ 

Born _____________________ at _________________________________________________________ 

Died _____________________ at _________________________________________________________ 

Married to _______________________________________ on __________________________________ 

at ________________________________________  Proof  Document #s  _________________________ 

Generation #5 Ancestor’s Child: _________________________________ was my _________________ 

Born _____________________ at _________________________________________________________ 

Died _____________________ at _________________________________________________________ 

Married to _______________________________________ on __________________________________ 

at ________________________________________  Proof  Document #s  _________________________ 
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Generation #6 Ancestor’s Child: _________________________________ was my _________________ 

Born _____________________ at _________________________________________________________ 

Died _____________________ at _________________________________________________________ 

Married to _______________________________________ on __________________________________ 

at ________________________________________  Proof  Document #s  _________________________ 

Generation #7 Ancestor’s Child: _________________________________ was my _________________ 

Born _____________________ at _________________________________________________________ 

Died _____________________ at _________________________________________________________ 

Married to _______________________________________ on __________________________________ 

at ________________________________________  Proof  Document #s  _________________________ 

Generation #8 Ancestor’s Child: _________________________________ was my _________________ 

Born _____________________ at _________________________________________________________ 

Died _____________________ at _________________________________________________________ 

Married to _______________________________________ on __________________________________ 

at ________________________________________  Proof  Document #s  _________________________ 

Generation #9 Ancestor’s Child: _________________________________ was my _________________ 

Born _____________________ at _________________________________________________________ 

Died _____________________ at _________________________________________________________ 

Married to _______________________________________ on __________________________________ 

at ________________________________________  Proof  Document #s  _________________________ 

Generation #10 Ancestor’s Child: _________________________________ was my 

_________________ 

Born _____________________ at _________________________________________________________ 

Died _____________________ at _________________________________________________________ 

Married to _______________________________________ on __________________________________ 

at ________________________________________  Proof  Document #s  _________________________ 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  PCHS Approval _________________________   Date __________________________ 

  Settler Name: ________________________________ Settler # ___________________ 

  Earliest Date ________________________________ Cert # _____________________ 


